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Th Delicate Princess
' Bqf Edgar Jepsort

" . .
' .

Hi 1(i rtfo or (ho Deepm-,- ' Ullages
' '' tlw more lotting of Muttlo peepln:

iJl'MHuu was uo imliuKrtuiit event ; but
b lrb Inhabitants of Great iTeeplnjf. Mut--

tit Deejlltig (possibly u r rruptlng of
Jllddle Decpjug) nhl"Lltt:- - svfiln?
jrcre stirred to' tin' very depths of their
upffgyhprf the news camo tli.it It hail
Ofvn l'f to n German Prlueoss, The
vdu5en ht nliy riite. awaited her coin-

ing' with the liveliest laterert and
curiosity, emotions tl.ihctl gamewny
from their due height v ht'ii they
learned that Princess Kll.:abetli of
CAs.K'1-Naes.i- u wan c,i:Iy thirteen years
and seven mouths old.

.The Twins did not thare the excited
- curiosity of their neighbors. Thoy

the fiut that tlu teuant of
Muttle Deeping Grange was u Herman
l'rlueess. Krebus was more resentful
than the Terror; und It is to be sus-
pected that the high patriotic pplrlt
jhe displayed In the matter was lu- (ditto degree owing to the fnet thnt
Mrs. Hlcnklncop. the ehlef gossip of
the1 nelghbprluied. who emtio uue nfter.-ribo- n

to ten gushing lnfornictlrn about
the grandfathers, grandmothers, ttti-cle- s.

cousins, and mints of the Prin-
cess, eiidod by saying, with meaning,
"What a modi! she will be to the llttlo
girls of the rieighborliyod !"

The spirit of Erebus was high, not
by .any means one to brook the

' thought of n model nearly two months
younger than herself. Sho did n t
hide from tho Terror her dark renvl"- -

ton that the comlm; of the I'rlnrcss
whs but n phase of the (Je.rm:in lnv.- -

ufon wbluli wr.H presently to kwopii
England from Fea to sa with tire and

, Wl1l.
yVlwn precently the I'rln-ea- s rnme ti
tho Orange, the llvilv mrlr-lt- of her
neighbors wn grnllfied by lr.:t an I'll- -

T norfeet vision of her. She did n if. bm
they had cxpectl. i.tUnil nay f th
tllreo ehurrhes, for she had brouvbt
with her her own Lutheran p.:ntor.
They only saw her on lipr uftorn on
drives, n stiff little tlu'iire. thh-hl-

veiled against the fiiii. Hlttlm: bs.lt up-
right In the rietorlii beside the erlm-Bo- n

haronew (crliiion In face; nhc
wore black) In whose charge she bad
come to Ihigland.

They had learned presently that the
Prlnees had come to Muttlo l)?epln'
for her health; t'.r.'t idi" s dell-iit- e.

and her doctor feared lest ohe tdiiuld
develop consuinptlui ; they Imped that
n Hummer nnd autumn In the excellent
Deeping air would iitren'then her.
The news abated a little the cold hos-
tility of nrebu.

Hut the fact that rhe was one of tho
people which wns going to sweep Hn?-lan- d

with fire nuil sw.rd wns not with-
out Its influence on tho Tvlus' resolve
to raid the famous of
Muttlo Deeping Grange. Th"lr mother
vfns ontof Forts; and Dr. Arbutlmot
)iad ordered her to eat plenty of fruit.
fyAclieft were the liest fruit In season ;

and the peaches in the Orango garden
Were said to be liner than anv peaches
grown In n hothouse. The Twins had
never been able to believe that the
InwB of ileum aud Tuum applied to
fnilt.

It was In the nfteruomi. a mveltor-In- j:

afternoon, after the doctor's visit;
and tho Twins were about io sat forth
qhwtbelr bicycles, without tut; i;onl In
mind, when u sudden gleam came Into
the'decp blue eyes or the Terror, and
he said:

"I've got an ld.a."
An answering light gleamed In the

brown eyes of lCralmj; and she cried
Joyfully: "Thank gsodne-a- ! i whs be-
ginning to think that n .thin-- ; was ever
going to occur to iu again! It must
be the hot weather."

"Those Germans," raid tho Terror
slowly. "Why shouldn't wo make a
raid on the Grange peaches?"

"Rather!" cried Krebus: and her
plfluant fpee was all alight with stir--
ring cpiwt. 'men after a pause sho
ndded

rcess Is
reluctantly. "Rut If tho Prin
an Invalid, perhaps she wauts

' tuem iierseir."
Jv "She can't want all of them. Why.
"icp couldn't. There nre hundreds."
said the Terror. "And they're the
very thing for Mum, IMiuiu are all
very well'; but cno gets tired of them."

"Hut how nro we going ta j:et Into
tlio'gartlent The dnpr lu the wall only
opens' 6l the Inside," said Erebus
tboufhtfully.

"We're npt" raid the Terror. "Hurr.-u-
ftud get soma loaves to put lietweun

th:1 peaches. Mum will like them Ivl-J-

with tint l)looui on. though It really
doesn't makv any difference, to tliu
taste.'1

' Krebus ran Into the kitchen gardon ;
anil when she came back, she found
tiff Terror tying n small landing-ne- t to
Gip buekJMUC' of his bicycle. Hho put
fue' leaves Into bur blcycle-htisUe- t ; and
jllie rode slowly to Muttle Deeping.

The Twins knew the country round
Gjorpuguly; and they riinie untttii
algjilr the screen of the home wood to

'tjic "'fringe of tre-- s whldi runs along
thy Availed garden behind the Graigo.
?'haj fringe of trees was Indeed

stand hi',' on a low branch of one
of ( hem. the Terror raised his head
Vnutfously above tho wall nnd surveyed
thj garden. A dancing shimmer of
.lieat ro?o above the fruit frees. Iraluod
'low. It was enipt) ami silent save for
ii curious snonug sound which

him little, since he ascribed It
lo gome distant pig

Ije htepped on to a higher branch.
Irjinet) over the vall and surveyed tho
koldcji burden of the tree below him.
Jle!chn8e his peaeh, the ripest lie cuuld
t$, slipped his bet under it. fllckmj It,

lifted the peach In It over tho wall,
and lowered It down to Krehus.

'Tlje; garden w'as not as ciiiply as tho
Terror Relieved. On n garden chair In
Gie Mttlo lawn Ifi tho nilditle of(t sat
the I'rlucefis ICtzabrth, llldilcn from

"Miy )iy ihe thick walj of a trained
'liouMroei lliul' ITi a chair lrsde her
fatp or rather spi'ftwled, 'her gualdun,

the Unroncss Trederlcn Von Aychors-lebrn- .

The llaroiiers added imtblng to
the d charm of the garden,
ller eyes' were shut, her mouth was
ojH'ii, her face was most (uilnfully
crlmscii! and from bur short, hut ex-

tremely tip-tille- nose, entile the sound
or snoring which the Terror had
ascribed to some distant, pig.

The I'rluccDs wns warmly, very
warmly, dressed for the sweltering
afternoon : and little beads of sweat
rtood on Iier brow. The storybjok she
hud b.-e- trying to read, lay face
downward In her lap! and she was
gaslng round the shimmering garden
with u look of Intolerable discomfort
ami on her pretty pale fiui'.
'ti a moving object came Into the

range of her vlrfou. Just beyond the
end of the wall of pear-tre- u moving
object against the garden wall. Sho
could not tee what It was; but It
seemed to her that a pencil roe and
vnnMied over the top of the wall.
This curious "behavior of a peach so
routed her curiosity thnt. In rplte of
the heat, she rote and walked ii'uletly
to the end uf the wall of pear-tree- . As.
she came beyond It. she found, leaulug
over the wall a fnir-halre- d boy. .

He was bringing the net over the
wall again; but at the sight of her ho
whipped It back agald; and they
pir.cil at quo another In an equal sur-
prise.

SurprUo did not rob the Terror of
his pclltcuess ; he smiled amiably nnd
Msld lu his most agreeable tone, "How
do you do'"

He did not know how much the
Princess had seen: and he was not
going to make admission of guilt by n
hasty, And perhaps needles", tllght.

"How do you do?" said tho Princess
n little haughtily. heWtatlng. "What
are you doing tip therci"

"I'm looking nt the garden," snhl tho
Terror truthfully, but not uulte accu-
rately, for he was looking much m'oro
at the l'rlueess.

She gazed at him, her brow knitted
lu a little perplexed frown. She
thought that bo bad Ikh-- taking the
peaches, but she was not sure; nnd Ills
t'U'cnc, guileless face, and limpid blue
eyes gave the suspicion the He.

lie gazed at her with growing Inter-
est and approval ; as much approval an
one could give to a girl. The 1'rln-ccs-

Kllr.nbeth had beautiful gray
eyes: anil though her pale checks were
ii little hoil'iw, and the line from the
check-bun- e lo the corner nf the chin
was so straight that It made her face
almost triangular. It was a pretty face,
'he hxked fragile; aud he felt sorry
for her.

"This garden's very hot," he said.
"It's like holding one's face over aii
ovou."

"Oh. It Isl" Bald tho Prlncest, with
Impatient weariness.

"Vet there's quite a decent llttlo
breeze blowing over the top of the
wall," said the Terror.

The Princes sighed ; and they gazed
at one another with curious eyes.

"I tell you what ; como out Into the
wool. I know an awfully cool place.
You'd llnd It very refreshing," said the
Terror.

The Princess looked buck Irreso-
lutely nt the sleeping Unroncss. The
sight of her crimson .face made tho
garden feel better than ever.

"Do route. My slstcr'c here; aud It
will be tery Jolly In the wood the
three of us," said the Terror In his
most persuasive tone.

The Princess hesitated, and again
she looked back nt the sleeping, but
uubcautlful, Uaroness: then ohe said
with a truly German frankness:

"Are yptt well-born- "

The Terror In hlo turn smiled n lit-
tle haughtily; and he said slowly,
"Well, from what Mrs. Rlenklnsop
raid, the D.ingerflelds wore barons In
the Weald before there were any

And they did very well
nt Oreey and Aglncourt, too," he
added penshrly

The Princess seemed reassured; ohe
cast bad; otte more look at the sleep-
ing Ilaroness. then walked to the door
In tho garden wall. When bIio came
through It fhe found the Twins wheel-lu- g

their hleycles toward It. The Ter-
ror In n very dignified fnshlpn Intro-
duced KrubU'J to her as Vlqlut Auas-tasl- a,

Dangerflold and himself as Ilya-ciut- h

Wolfram Damrorfleld. He gave
thejr full, aufl so little used names,
because be feft that lit the case of a
prlU'Tsa etiquette demanded It, Then
tlifty moved along the fringe of trees
awl turned Into the wood. The Twins
shortened their strides to suit the pace
of the Pi'lu phb which was uncommonly
slow. Flic kept looking from one to
the otlQr with curious, rather timid,
pleased eyes.

When she told them that she had
nut been In the home wo,ud before, the
Terror cried In surprlee. "Hut It's tlie
Jolllest part of tho whole estate!"

"Hut I always stay In tho gardens.
The Unroncss Von Ascherslebqu can-
not walk far; and she does not like
me to be out of sight of her."

"Von miist get awfujly slack," said
Krebus.

"Hlack? What Is slack" si Id tho
Princess.

".Sbo meanu weak not able to run
fait or far.'' Fald the Terror.

"Hut I never run. It Is not digni-
fied. The R.ironoKS wotdd be shocked."
paid tho Princess.

"Xq winuler you're delicate," said
Krebus. politejy trying to keep a touch
of eojiteuipt'put Of her tone, and falj-In-

"Olio cannot help being delicate,"
sahl the Princess.

; don't know." nald ,tbc Terror,
doubtfully. "If .you're l tho open air
a lot mid nip uhQij. y,on dWt ;
dellcnte. VVggln.l used, tq bp delicate;
hut he Isn't how," ,

Who liJ ykglnsi" said the Prla-ctsu- ,

, ,... ,t

"lie's n friend of ours not so old
ns Me nre quite a little boy," said
Krebus in a patronizing tone which
Wiggins, had ho been present, would
bnve rohcnted with extreme bitterness.
"Resides. Dr. Arbutlmot wild that If
you were alwaya lit the open air, play-
ing with children of your own age,
you'd soon get strong."

Piora t tttwltz fcr M'tfnel Wilfht EuliM

" A MODEL SHU WILL BR FOR TUE LITTLE

"That's what I've como to England
for." said the Princess.

"1 don't think you'll get very strong
In that peachgardeit. It didn't feel to
mo Ilko tho open-ai- r at all," said tho
Terror.

were nut on one of the main
paths of the wood (the main paths of
woods were not nffected by tho
Twlusl, and tho narrow path thoy
were on came to an abrupt end at tho
foot of a und pathless bank. Tho
Twins started up It us If It wcro
neither here nor there to them; as In-

deed It was not.
Rut the Princess stopped short and

said hi a toue of dismay: "Am I to
climb this?"

The Terror stopped, looked at her
dismayed face, set his bicycle against
tho trunk of n tree, and said, "I'll help
you up."

With that, dismissing etiquette from
his he slipped his nrra round tho
Blender waist of the Princess nnd
firmly hauled her to the top of tho
bank. He relieved her of most of tho
effort needed to mount It; but nono
tho less she reached the top panting a

"Yoil certainly aren't In very good
training," he said rather sadly.

A faint flush of mortltlcntlon man-
tled the pale cheeks of the Princess;
and the faintly contemptuous compas-
sion In the eyes of Erebus deepened It.

"I could get strong. If I
wanted," sbo said with some heat

"Then I should. It's much ulcer to
be strong" said Erebus In a touo of
linn 1 ty.

The Terror went down the bank and
hauled up his bicycle. They went n
llttlo deeper ltitp the wood und reached
thplr goal, the banks of n small
They sat down In a row; aud tho
Princess looked at Us cool water, In
the cool green shade of the tall trees,
vlth refreshed eyes.

"This U different," she said.
"Yes. this Is the real open air," said

tup Terror,
"Rut I do got lots of open air," pro-

tested the Princess. "Why I
with my window open at least that
uuich." Hbe held out her two fore-
fingers spino six Inches apart. "Tho
Rprone3 did not like It. Rut Dr. Ar-
butlmot insisted. I I Bleep better."

"We have our bedroom windows as
wide ojie,!! as they'll go und then
they're not wldo enough," said Erebus
hi a tone of superiority.

"I If you took oil your hat
and jacket, you'd be cooler still," said
the Terror rather quickly,

Tto Princess took off her hat and
Jacket and breathed another soft sigh
of pleasure She had lost her
air of discomfort and boredom.

The time slipped away:pnd camo
tho sound of a distant volco crying out.

It first caught the keen ear of tho
Terror; and 1(0 said. "They've missed
you, I suppose you'll havo to bo get-
ting back."

Tim Princess roso quickly with a
look of dismay, and said, "Oh, dear!
How muioycd the Ilaroness will be I"

"You take tqo much notice of that
Rnrgness," said Erebus. "I don't see
wljat'uso It Is bolng a Princess. If you
(lo just boronossps tell you."

"I don't think I should tell her that
you've been with us. Sbo mightn't

wo were good for1 you. gome
peoplo rpund hero peem to under-
stand up." said tho Terror suavely,

Tho Pflncosi looked from ono to tho
other, hesitating with puckered brow,
and then, with n touch of appeal In
her pjie said, "Aro you nro yqu
coming

The, Twin looked at ono another
doubtfully then the appealing face
?f Jnj. J'.rhiw-R- touched tho Terror's
heart; ana he said politely: '

"We should like to. Rut wo'd better
meet you nt the edge of tho wood-J- ust

about tho'siimo time. Tho keepers
aren't nbout muck then especially If
It's hot. Tom Cobb says they're
asleep."

"Yes; 111 como then. Tho Rnroness
Is asleep, too," Bald tho Princess
eagerly. ,

WHAT OTHER QIRL3

They

steep

mind,

little.

quite

poo).

sleep

think

think

qulto

there

what

think
don't

(one.

' (m,6im;..iv.vxj j--u

The call camo again from tho wood
below, louder.

"Oh, It lsnT.the Rawness. It's Miss
Lambert," said the Princess In u tone
of rellof.

"lou tnko too much notice of that
Baroness," said Krebus again firmly,
"Who Is Mlas Lambert7"

"She's my English
I always havo one whcii I'm In Eng- -

land, of course. I like her. She tries
to nmuso me. Rut tho Raroncss
doesn't like her," said tho Princess;
and sbo sighed.

"Sho wouldn't," said Erebus dnckly.
for already sho had her suspicions of
the Rnroness.

"Como ulong: lil help you down tho
bank and take you to tho edge of tho
wood," said tho Terror.

Ho half carried her down tho steep
bank, ndjurlng her to confine herself
to tho simple, If Incomplete, stutement
tunt sue uau been walking lu tho
wood. Ills last words- - to her were :

"Don't you stand so much nonseuso
from that Raroness."

The Princess Joined Miss Lambert;
nnd sho did confine herself to tho
statement that she hotd beoii walking
in tuo woou. 'rue Terror returned to
Erebus nnd found her stretched at her
case, eating a peach,

"I should have liked ono a good deal
sooner," he said ns ho took one from
tho basket. "Hut I didn't like to say
anything nbout them. She nilghtu't
havo understood."

Tho seed sown, in tho mind of the
Princess forthwith boro fruit. Thnt
very night when shcwasisupplng, with
tno uaroncsa and Miss Lambert m
nttendunce, sho said that she wanted
somo ono to play with. Miss Lambert
with thoughtless quickness said that It
wns au excellent Idea. But tho Baron'

RH nntlnvM v ihn nnil
further annoyed that Miss Lambert
had welcomed It, protested vehement- -
ly; whoro woro tho welWrorn oues In
tho Dvcplngs fitted to be tho play
mates of a Princess of Cassol-Nus-sau- ?

Dr. Arbutlmot wasconfiultod; and
ho said at ouco that fijOm tho point of
view of tho Twlno were
undoubtedly tho right children of tho
ncighnorliood to play with tho Prln
cess (If alwaysthey, could .bo Induced
to play with n HttJe girl), but ho

imu
cheeks growing pitlc. But

was not losing at
speed satisfied tho
exigent Terror, tlio more

wood would be too heavy a tax on
their holiday. On the eve of their de-

parture thoy hod Just promised the
Princess that thoy would come to boo
her every third afternoon, when tho
Terror was greatly Inspired.

"Look here: Why shouldn't you
como with us Into camp?" he said
eagerly.

4.
OP THE NEIQIinOItUOOD n

"They'd never let me never!" cried
tho

"Rut you'd never nsk them," said
tho Terror. "You'd Just slip away und
como with us. We've kept our kqow- -
Ing you so dark thnt thoy u never
dream you were with us lu the Knoll
oaves."

The Princess was charmed, even daz- -

sded, by tho glorious prospect. Al- -

ready she had come to feel that she
only really lived when sbo wns with
tho Twins: whole days with them
would bo beyond the delight of dreams.
Rut to her unadveutured soul the dlf- -

Acuities seemed beyond ull surmount- -

lug. The Twins however used to
surmounting difficulties r and nt once
they begun surmounting thei-e- .

"Tho dllllcult thing Is not to get you
there, but to keep you there," said the
Terror thoughtfully. "You see, I've
got to go down thorc every day for
mine auu mines unci iney ro suro to
nsk mo If I'vo seen anything of you.
Of course I can't Ho about it; and
they'll not only tnko you away, but
they'll prouabiy turn us out or tnc
caves."

That's tho drawback." said Erebus.
A deep frown furrowed thp Terror's

brew; and ho said; "If only you
weivu't n princess, they wouldn't make
half such u fuss hunting for you ; and
I might never be asked
you."

"I shall como to tho camp Incognito
of course," said the Prlnce3s.

The Terror looked puzzled for a mo-

ment ; then his face cleared Into n glo
rious smile; fio cried: "Ry Jove I

yV ...Mlr. 1(1X11.1 I I mAW I,U1

If wo were nsked, "
"I generally travel ns tho naroness

von Zwettel," said tho Princess.
"Yes: I supposo you would have to

Jmvon title but not tint one. I think
English ono would be best: Lady

Itowingtou now no ono. will nsk,us If
vro know Lady Itowlngton, because.
iney wont kuow iitoro is any i.auy
nn,itlinaiUWlUfelUH.

They were quick deciding that tho
Princess should uot them till the
second night

.
of their stay lu camp, to

, th r' In
order. ThenXv.l t-uVK-

r Z,
She could jiot bring away with her ouy

.gins, wno unci niwoys neon n rrequeiit
Visitor to tho camp, occupied them but
h llttlo while. Ho could bo safely ad- -

Anted to .tjio sccroU
Tho next morning tho Twins bought

v'u ' ""' 'T,,v, TTvt Jhntl Why youd be elso
n.ud ,,"). tho 1l;,nJS
Hhouldu't know where tho Princess was

STf'rcllVeo'aripK: &tlvUV
about Btho0uCn!l Do? ffi? ' W-Wltttt- SS

B0, J. n llttlo rhalu purse with five Bover-th- e

end Wiggins selected 'forvfas (,jfins in It. '

honornblo post. Tno Ter'ror jookca re0ved: "Wo
In tho niattortof play tho Princess should havo had to you a bathing

now led a double life. ' Sho .spent thoi dress anyhow," ho said. "Thero's u
early part of tho afternoon with tho pool Just under tho Knoll."
Twins and with nbaches In tlw woods. They decided tp buy her outfit next
nnd from tea to pupper she plnyedWmornlng, and transport It to tho camp
with Wiggins., Between thennsho was with their own. Tho question of Wig- -

unacquire musciui jut
wcro' less

she her dellcniey a
which somewhat

and hewus

Princess.

were

anything about

una

uu

join

souiebody

buy

pui auouc oy'il uecauseno anm ttreuus tl."p Princess's camping outfit at Row-wer- p

ahout to go far their nunual Inptfln. In tho afternoon they e

of air nnd sho would nolonger veyuvl clothes, blankots, and provisions
bo under hlsGnvlgorattng cure, to D.'eoplng Knoll. It wag hard work

Tho Twlns'took th- e- cbangoiof air Un thut '(weltering weather, for tljo
nt but a short dlstanco from ' home, jpnth through tho wood was jiarrojv
since a visit to the sea was boyond tho and steep. It wns the flrrit year that
Blender means of Mrs. DangerlcJd. To they consented to tnko with them as
mako up to them 'or thU deprivation, many blankets as Mm. Dungerfield
they were allowed to encamp for ten thought needful. Thnt night they
daya, If tho weathdr vcre fine, hi tjio supped and slept nt tho Knoll.'
warm sandstone caves of DeepVng It 1 hardly too much to say that she
Knoll, which rises In, tho middle of had emno ,to adore tho Terror. Even
Llttlo Deeping wood, tho property of at their most violent and thrilling
their friend Mr. Anstriithcr. tjio jjiomcnta his oaro for her n,o.ver

of Llttlo Decptog. Kind-hearte- d M!1' " "'M tho aeho out of hfr
ns the Twins were, tlipy felt that to vruiseo; he plastered hep Brjrntches.
descend every af teruoon to tho homo .(p r"aW t0 " ut B C8n, out ' uu

pool the moment the looked chill. Ho
picked out for her the tidbits nt their
niealu. He even brushed out her hair,
for the thick golden mass wns quite
beyoud tho management of the Prin-
cess, mul Erebus llrmly' refused to play
lady'a-mal- Since the Terror Was ono
Of those who enjoy doing those things
which they nro called upon to do, he
presently forgot the iinmnnlhicss of
the occupation, nnd began to lake
pleasure In handling the silken
strands.

It wns on the fifth day after a bath,
when he was brushing out her hair In
the sun cu the tup of the KunP that
be received the severe shuck. Heaven
knows that the Princess was tint a
demonstrative child; indeed, she had
never hod the chance. Rlit he had
Just finished his task nnd wns survey-
ing the shining result with satisfac-
tion, when of u Budden. without any
v'drulti?. she throw her anus round
his neck and kissed him.

"Oh, you urc nice!" sho sold.
The Terror's Ineffable serenity was

for ouqe scattered to tho winds. He
fiiftbcd nnd gazed round the woods
vlth horror-strlcke- u eyes: If anyone

should hnve seen It I

The Princess marked his .trouble, and
said lu n touo of distress, "Don't you
like? mo to kiss you?"

The Terror swallowed the lump of
horror In his throat, and said faintly
but gallantly: "Yes Oh. rather."

"Then kiss me," said the Princess
simply, snuggling closer to hlui.

The 'despairing eyes of tho Terror
swept tho woods; then he kissed her
gingerly.
' "I am fond of you, you know," sold
tho Princess In a frankly proprietary
toue.

Tho Terror's scattered wits at last
worked. He rose to his feet and said
quickly: "Yes. Let's be getting to
tho others."

Tho'Piiucc8S roso obediently.
Rut the Ice wns broken; and the

kisses of the Princess if not frequent,
were nt any rate not rare. The Ter-
ror at first endured them; then ho
caiue rather to like them. Rut he
strictly enjoined discretion on her.
Discretion apt! kisses, however, have
no natural nlllnlty; and without their
knowing It, Wiggins became aware of
tliu practice.

' The i"onfldcnce between the Twins
had always been so full that he wns
not hware that ho was lotting a cat
out of a bag when ho snld to Erebus:

"I supposo tho Terror's lu lovo with
the Princess, kissing her like thnt. I
think It's awfully silly." And bo
spurned tho earth.

Erebus's dark face was all ono dusky
flush, as, somewhat breathlessly, she
drew from Wiggins his Idyllic htory.
Then she rose and with clenched fists
nnd blazing eyes, sought tho Princess.
She found her lying back drowsily
against a bank, and forthwith cried
fiercely :

"Princess or no Princess, you shan't
kiss him !"

The drowsiness fled; and tho Prin-
cess sat up. Her gray eyes darkened
nnd sparkled. She had never made a
face In her life; It Is quite pfobablo
that she was Ignorant that faces were
made; but quite naturally sho made a
hideous face nt Erebus, and said: "I
shall !" '

"If you do, I'll smack you!" cried
Erebus; aud sho ground her teeth.

"He won't let you; nnd If you do,
he'll smack you much harder." paid
the Princess confidently.

Had the Princess been standing up,
Erebus would have smacked her then
nnd there; but the Princess was sit-
ting safely down. Erebus growled In
her throat, turned xm her heel, and
dashed away In sench of the Terror.
She camo upon him dragging a fallen
bough up to tho Knoll for firewood.

"I know all nbout your kissing tho
rrlncossl I never henrd of such silly
babylshucss!" she cried In q touo of
tho fiercest contempt.

The shnnie-fncc- d Terror blushed;
then he turned brazen:

"You mind your own business !" bo
snld llrmly. "It Isn't babyish at all!
She's asked me to marry her; and I'm
going to so there!"

In the fnce of this situation Erebus
found herself utterly helplef.3; sho
wrung her bauds anil turned Bharply
aside Into tho wood.

Then followed a period of strain.
Erebus assumed an attltudo of haughty
contempt toward tho errant pair:' She
devoted herself to Wiggins, and let
.them coldly alone. It Is to bo feared
that tho kisses, having been forbidden,'
became sweeter nnd moro frequent- -

It was at this juhrturo that Sir
Maurlco Falconer, the unclo of the
Twins, come Into tho affair. lie had
from the very beginning tnken n dif-
ferent view of tho disappearance of
tjio,. Princess from that of the rest of
tho world. It was his habit to ascribe
any uncommon"" event which occurred
In the Deeping to his nephew and
niece. When then he first read In his
ilornlnu Post of that disappearance,
ho snld quietly to himself: "The
Twins again I" He was' confirmed In
his. opinion by tho sight of n reproduc-
tion of the Socialist Manifesto In nu
enterprising halfpenny paper.

Rut Sir Maurlco was not n roou to
Interfere .Jghtly, nnd ho was busy
enough with ninny lunches, s,

pinners, dances, aud suppers
to iwstpono his Interventlcln' till the
sixth day, when every Socialist Organ-
ization from San Francisco to Japan
was loudly disavowing any complicity
with tho crime, and (ho dlplopintlstp
and nowspapers or Germany and Eng-Inn- d

woro Knurling at cfio another In u
fashion which forbcide. war. He felt
that tho time hud como to' case the In-

ternational situation.
With thnt end In vlow. ho went down

to Llfte peeping; 'arid learned (rmn
Mrs. Daugerfleld thrit' tho Twins woro
camping out on Deeplr.i ICuoll. Thon,

doubtful or the weight of hla personal
authority with twins and prlncem's,
he betook himself to the Grange, und
asked to sec Miss Prlscllla Lambert
with whom he was acquainted.

She came to him looking anxious
nnd distressed; nnd when he had
shaken hands with her, he 'said With-
out more ndo:

"I havo a strong belief that I con
take you to your missing charge but
It's only n belief, mind; so don't be
too hopeful."

Miss Lambert's pretty fnco flushed
with hope: "Oh, If you could I" sho
cried.

"Put on n hat, and a strong pair of
shoes, nnd como along," snld Sir Mau-
rice cheerfully.

She was not long In getting rendy;
aud they set out across the park. Sir
Maurlco has no Intention of approach-
ing the Knoll by tho path. He knew
the Twins to be far too capable Hot to
bo keeping n watch on It, If they were
indeed hiding the Princess. He made
n detour and came up to the Knoll
through the woods on Its further side.
After so many hours of the plaints of
the crimson Rnrone3s. tho stout Prince
nnd stouter Chancellor of Cassel-N'aB-ca-

Miss Lambert found the walk
through the quiet woods with tho
light-hearte- d Sir Maurice refreshing
Indeed.

Rut as they camo up to the Knoll
Itself, they hushed their voices and
came very quietly. Their caution wbb
rewarded. They had stolen to within
thirty yards of one of Its lower caves
wheu Sir Maurlco stopped, beckoned
Miss Lambert forward, and drawing
nslde n screening branch, displayed
tho missing Princess.

It wns an Idyllic scene. Tho Prin-
cess and the Terror were
against n bank on tho further side of
the glade, In the shade of a tall tree.
Their bare legs were very brown
against the green turf; nn arm of the
Terror was round the waist of the
Princess, and nn arm of the Princess
was round tho Terror's heck. Her
golden bnlr flowed over his shoulder,
and mingled with his fnlr curl& They
were talking lu low voices, animated
and absorbed: and even as tho dis-
coverers' gazed at them, the .Terror
kissed the Prlncecs.

Miss Lambert stepped back; and Sir
Maurlco let the screening branch fall.

"It It seems rather a pity tp dis-
turb them," she snld In a somewhat
troubled voice,

"It Is a place for lovers." said Sir
Maurice; and he looked thoughtfully
at Miss Lambort's pretty face.

Miss Lnmbert flushed faintly, and
said, "Rut I aupposo we've got to."

"I suppose wo have," snld Sir Mau-
rice; and he coughed loudly.

They stepped forward Into the
glnde. The Terror and tho Princess
wero on their feet: the Prlncpss star-
tled, tho Terror serene.

"Good afternoon, your Highness. I
havo come to tnko you back to tho
Grange," said Mist Lambert.

"I'm not going," snld the Princess,
with decision.

"Rut I'm nfrnld you must," Bald
Miss Lambert. ,

"No," said tho Princess; and slip sat
down on tho bank and crossed her
legs.

Tho Terror nodded to IiIb undo' with
nn amiable smile, and put bis hands
lu his pockets.

"But but If you don't come, wo
shnll have to carry you," ead Mjss
Lambert, frowning In somo perploxlty.

"I ddn't seo how you can," said the
Terror, hi his mpst agreeable tqn'e.
"Yoq can't touch a Prluccas, ydu
know; It would bo She's
told me nil about It." -

Tho perplexity spread from the face
of Miss Lambert to the faco of Sir
MaurIcO Falconer; he smiled appre-
ciatively. But lio saldi "Oh come:
this won't do. Terror, don't you know
Her Highness will liavc to come7"

"I don't seo how ypu're gplrig .tq got
hqr. Tho only person who could use
force Is tho Prince himself; and
don't think lie could bo got up to the
Knoll. He's too heavy, i'vo seen him
And If you did get him up, I don't
really think he'd ever llnd her In these,
caves," said tho Terror In tho dlspas-slonnt- o

tone of one discussing an en-
tirely Impersonal matter,

"Anyhow I'm not going,'" said tho
Princess villi convincing firmness.

"Aud 'why should slip go?"' said tho
Terror In tho snipo dlapasslonato tone.
"She camo to England to Improve her
health; and she Jo Improving It here.
You enn seo how Improved'-I- t Is. Sho
pats nearly as much us Erebus."

"Sho has certainly changed," Bald
Miss Lambert rathor tartly, fir truly
sho had not found tho same meek nnd
mild Princess,

"Tho Twins havo a transforming ef-

fect on the young," oald Sir Maurlea
In n resigned tone.

Sir Maurice and Miss Lambert re-

turned to the Grnngo with their fitory.
After furies of Indignation and many
vaporous threats, the Prince' found
himself compelled by the steepness of
tho Knoll, and tho I'nvcs with which
Nature had to thoughtfully honey-
combed It. to let his diuighUr have, her
way. But that was lot till after Sir
Maurice and MIbs Lambert hod made
tevOrnl pleasant but futllo journeys
through the woods, bearing other
terms: They found tho part of pejrani-bulatln- g

envoys ngreeablo Indeed ; and
thoy wero qulto willing that the nego-
tiations should bo prolonged over the
rest of tho summer. Tho only con-

cession they could wring from the
Princess, or to bo exact,

from tho Terror, Was that she would
return to the Grange If the weather
hroko. Her lost firm wrtls after tho
flnnl settlement woro ;

'

".Please tell pnpa that I'm always
going to havo some ono to ploy with ;

and I'm not going to 'Stand any mora
i0nsenso from thp Baronqs,'"l
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